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state
STATE WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY EXPECTS 
1983 TO BE BETTER THAN 1982
MISSOULA—
A poor fourth quarter capped a dismal 1982 for Montana's wood products 
firms but left the industry looking optimistically at 1983, according to a 
University of Montana research office.
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research, in cooperation with the 
Montana Wood Products Association, gathers quarterly information on the 
state's wood products industry.
The year-end figures confirmed that 1982 was one of the worst years since 
the Great Depression for the industry. The upturn in housing starts beginning 
in November did not improve the standing of the industry in 1982. But bureau 
researchers expect the first quarter of 1983 figures to reflect the increase.
Almost all types of plants within the industry—  from sawmills to house 
log operations—  operated at less than 80 percent of normal levels in 1982. 
Plywood plants were the only facilities to run at near normal levels for the 
year, operating at 92 percent of capacity.
A "normal" year for the industry is defined as one where there are between 
105 and 1.6 million housing starts nationwide. In 1982 there were just over 
one million housing starts. The projections for 1983 suggest approximately 
1.4 million new units this year.
Employment within the industry was also way down in 1982. Montana's 36 
plants would employ 4,882 full-time production workers each month during a 
normal year. Instead, an average of about 2,316 employees worked full-time 
each month during 1982.
(over)
State Wood Products—  add one
These figures refer only to production workers at mill sites and do 
not include the several thousand workers in logging, trucking, and other 
related areas.
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The Montana Wood Products Industry 
Fourth Quarter 1982
Number of mills 
Not producing
Operating at reduced levels 
Operating at normal levels
Product ion
Expected employment under 
normal conditions
Number employed
Number on curtailed hours








3 ,8i»5 3,715 3.689
1.693 1,712 1,098
1,037 1,167 1.193
Source: University of Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic Research,
Forest Industries Information System (Missoula, Montana, 1983).
Note: The thirty-six mills included in the report account for over
90 percent of the total production of wood products in the state. Normal 
conditions are defined as a year such as 1976 when there were 1.5 million 
new housing starts in the United States.
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Expected employment under normal conditions
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Number on curtailed hours





Source: University of Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic
Research, Forest Industries Information System (Missoula, 
Montana, 1983).
Note: The thirty-six mills included in the report account
for approximately 90 percent of total production of wood 
products in the state. Normal conditions are defined as a 
year such as 1976 when there were 1.5 million new housing 
starts in the United States.
